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A VISION. of the wise shall perish, and the under- 
on standing of the prudent shall come to 
nought; for by my Spirit will I enlighten 


Hear, O ye heavens, and give ear, 
O earth, and rejoice ye inhabitants 
thereof, for the Lord is God, and beside 
him there is no Saviour: great is his 
wisdom, marvellous are his ways, and 
the extent of his doings none oa find 
out; his purposes fail not, neither are 
there any pris can stay his hand; from 
eternity to ona he is the same, and 
his years never fail. 

For thus saith the Lord, I the 
Lord am merciful and gracious uato 
those who fear me, and delight to honour 
those who serve me in righteousness and 
in trath unto the end; great shall’ be 
their reward, and eternal shall be their 
glory; and to them will I reveal all 
mysteries, yea, all the hidden mysteries 
of my kingdom from days of old, and 
for ages to come will I make known 
unto al the good pleasure of my will 
concerning all things pertaining to my 
kingdom; yea, even the wonders of 
eternity they know, and things to 
come will I show 
of many generations ; their wisdom 
be mene and their understanding reach 
to heaven, and before them the wisdom 


them, and by my power will I make 
known unto the secrets of my will; 
yea, even those things which eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, nor yet entered 
into the heart of man. 3 
We, Joseph Smith, junior, and 
Sidney Rigdon, being in the Spirit on 
the 16th of February, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-two, by the power of the 
Spirit our eyes were — and our 
understandings were enlightened, so as 
to see and understand the things of 
God, even those things which were from 
the beginning before the world was, 
which were ordained of the Father, 
through his only begotten Son, who was 
in the bosom of the Father, even from 
the beginning, of whom we bear record ; 
and the record which we bear is the ful- 
ness of the of Jesus “hrist, whe 
is the Son, whom we saw and with whom 
we conversed in the heavenly vision ; for 
while we were doing the work of tran- 
slation, which the 
unto us, we came to ihe 29th verse of 
the 5th chapter of John, which was 
iven unto us as follows :—Speaking of 
the resurrection of the dead, concerning 
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those who shall hear the voice of the 
Son of Man, and shall come forth ; they 
who have done good in the resurrection 
of the just, sation who have done 
evil in the resurrection of the unjust. 
Now this caused us to marvel, for it was 
given unto us of the Spirit; and while 
we were meditating upon these things, the 
Lord touched the eyesof our unider- 
standings, and they were opened, and 
the glory of the Lord shone round 
about; and we beheld the glory of the 
Son, on the right band of the Father, 
and received of his fulness: and saw the 
holy angels, and they who are sanctified 
before his throne, worshipping God and 
the Lamb, who worship him for ever 
and ever. And now, after the many 
testimonies which bave been given of 
him, this is the testimony, last of all, 
which we give of him, that he lives, for 
we saw him, even on the right hand of 
God, and we heard the voice bearing 
record that he is the only tten of 
the Father; that by him, and through 
him, snd of him, the worlds are and 
were created, aud the inbabitants thereof 
are begotten sons and daughters unto 


Ged. And this we saw also, and bear 


record, that an angel of God, who was 
in authority in the presence of God, 
who rebelled against the only begotten 
Son—whom the Father “bare § and who 
was in the bosom of the Father—and 
was thrust down from the presence of 
God and the Son, and was called Per- 
dition, for the heavens wept over him; 
he was J.ucifer, a son of the morning ; 
and we beheld, and lo, he is fallen! he 
is fallen! even a son of the morning. 
And while we were yetin the Spirit, the 
Lord commanded us that we should 
write the vision; for we beheid Satan, 
that old serpent, even the devil, who re- 
belled against God, and sought to take 
the kingdom of our God, and his Christ, 
wherefore he maketh war with the 
saints of God, and encompasses them 
roundabout. And we saw a vision of 
the sufferings of those with whom he 
made war and overcame, for thus came 
the voice of the Lord unto us. 

Thus saith the Lord, concerning 
all those,whu know my power, and have 
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been made 
fered themselves, through the power of 
the devil, to be overcome, and to deny 
the truth, and defy my power; they are 
they who are the sons of perdition, of 
whom I say it had been better for them 
never to huve becn born; for they are 
vessels of wrath doomed to suffer the 
wrath of God, with the devil and his 
angels, in eternity ; concerning whom I 
have said there is no forgiveness in this 
world nor in the world to come; having 
denied the Holy Spint, after having re- 
ceived it, and having denied the only be- 
— Son of the Father, having cruci- 

ed him unto themselves, and put him 
to an open shame ; these are they who 
shall go away into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, with the devil and his an- 
gels, and the only ones on whom the 
second death sball have any power; yea, 
verily, the only ones who not be 
redeemed in the due time of the Lord, 
after the sufferings of his wrath: forall 
the rest shall be brought forth by the re- 
surrection of the dead, through the tri- 
umph and the glory of the Lamb, who 
was slain, who was in the bosom of the 
Father before the worlds were made. 
And this is the gospel, the glad tidings 
which the voice out of the heavens bore 
record unto us, that he came into the 
world, even Jesus, to beecrucified for 
the world, and to bear the sins of the 
world, and to sanctify the world, and to 
cleanse it from all unrighteousness : that 
through him all mightbe saved, whom the 


Father had put into his power, and made~ 


by him ; who glorifies the Father, and 
saves all the works of his hands, ex 

those sons of perdition, who deny the 
Son after the Father has revealed him ; 
wherefore he saves all except them ; they 
shall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment, which is endless punishment, 
which is eternal punishment, tw reign 
with the devil ak his angels ineternity, 


where their worm dieth not and the firc © 


is not quenched, which is their torment, 


and the end thereof, neither the place — 


thereof, nor their torment, no man 
knows, neither was it revealed, neither 
is, neither will be revealed unto man, 
except to them who are made partakers 


thereof, and suf- 
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ut it uv in: wherefore the end, the 
width, ag a ht, the depth, and the 
misery thereof, they understand not, 
neither any man except them who are 
ordained unto this condemnation. And 
we heard the voice saying, Write the 
vision, for lo! this is the end of the 
vision of the sufferings of the ungodly ! 

And again we bear record, for we 
saw and heard, and this is the testimony 
of the gospel of Christ, concerning 
them who come forth in the resurrection 
of the just! they are they who received 
the testimony of Jesus, and believed on 
his name, and were baptised after the 
manner of his burial, being buried in 
the water in his name, and this accord- 
ing to the commandment which he has 
given, that, by keeping the command- 
ments, they might be washed and 
cleansed from their sins, and re- 
ceive the Holy Spirit by the laying on 


of the hands of him who is ordained th 


and sealed unto this power, and who 
overcome by faith, and are sealed by 
that Holy Spirit of promise which the 
Father sheds forth upon all those who 
are justand true. They are they who 
are the church of the first-born; they 
are they into whose hands the Father 
has given all things; they arethey who 
are priests and kings, who have received 
of his fuluess and of his glory, and are 
priests of the Most High after the order 
of Melchizedek, which was after the 
order of Enoch, which was after the 
order of the only begotten Son ; where 
fore,as it is written, they are God's, even 
the sons of God ; wherefore all things 
are theirs, whether life or death, or 
things present or things to come, all are 
theirs, and they are Christ's, dhd 
Christ is God’s; and they shall over- 
come all things; wherefore let no man 
glo in man, but rather let him glory 
in God, who shall subdue all enemies 
under his feet; these shall dwell in the 
presence of God and his Christ for ever 
and ever ; these are they whom he sball 
bring with him, when he shall come in 


the clouds of heaven, to reign on the 
earth over his people; these are they 
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thereof : nevertheless I the Lord show it. 
by vision unto many, but straightway: 


19 
who shall have part in the first resurrec- 
tion; these are they who shall come 
‘forth in the resurrection of the just ; 
theseare-they who are come unto Mount 
Zien, and unto the city of the living 
‘God, the heavenly place, the holiest of 


‘all; these are they who have come to 


an innumerable company of angels, to 
the general assembly and church of 
Enoch, and of the first-born ; these are 
they whose names are written in heaven, — 
where God and Christ are the judge of 
all; these are they who are just men 
made perfect through Jesus the mediator 
ofthe new covenant, who wrought out 
this perfect atonement through the shed- | 
ding of his own blood ; these are they 
whose bodies are celestial, whose glory 
is that of the sun, even the glory of 
God the highest of all; whose glory the 
sun of the firmament is written of as 
being typical. 

And again, we saw the terrestrial 
world, and behold and lo! these are 
who are of the terrestrial, whose 
glory differs fram that of the church of 
the first-born, who have. received the 
fulness of the Father, even as that of 
the moon differs from the sun of the 
firmament. Behold ! these are they 
who died without law; and also they 
who are the spirits of men kept in pri- 
son, whom the Son visited, and 
preached the gospel unto them, that 
they might be judged according to men 
in the flesh, who receive:! not the testi- 
mony of Jesus in the flesh, but after- 
wae received it; these are they who 
are honourable men of the earth, who 
were blinded by the craftiness of men ; 
these are they who receive of his glory, 
but not of his fulness ;:these are they 
who receive of the presence of the Son, 
but not of the fulness of the Father ; 
wherefore they are bodies terrestrial, and 
not bodies celestial, and differ in glory 
as the moon differs from the sun ; these 
are they who are not valiant in the testi- 
mony of Jesus; wherefore they ob- 
tained not the crown over the kingdom 
of our God. And now this is the end 
of the vision which we saw of the ter- 
restrial, that the Lord commanded us 
to write while we were yet in the Spirit. 
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And again, we saw the glory of 
the telestial, which glory is that of the 
lesser, even as the glory of the stars 
differ from that of the glory of the 
moon in the firmament; these are they 
who received not the gompe’ of Clirist, 
neither the testimony of Jesus; these 
are they who deny not the Holy Spirit; 
these are they who are thrust down to 
hell; these are they who shall not be 
redeemed from the devil, until the last 
resurrection ; until the Lord, even 
Christ the Lamb, shall have finished 
his work; these are they who receive 
not of his fulness in the eternal world, 
but of the Holy Spirit through the mi- 
nistration of the terrestrial; and the ter- 
restrial through the ministration of the 
celestial; and also the telestial receive it 
of the administering of angels, who are 
appointed to minister for them, or who 
are appointed to be ministering spirits 
for them, for they shull be heirs of sal- 
vation, And thus we saw in the hea- 
venly vision the glory of the telestial, 
whic — understanding ; and 
no man knows it except him to whom 
God has revealed it. And thus we saw 
the glory of the terrestrial, which excels 
in all th nge the glory of the telestial, 
even in glory, and in power, and in 
might, and in‘deminion. And thus we 
saw the glory of the celestial, which ex- 
cels in all things; where God, even the 
Father, reigns upon his throne, for ever 
and ever, before whose throne all things 
bow in humble reverence and give him 
glory for ever and ever. They who 
dwell in his presence are the church of 
the first born; and they see as they 
are seen, and know as they are 
known, having received of his fulness 
and of his grace, and he makes them 
equal in power, and in might,and in do- 
minion, And the glory of the celestial 
is one, even as the glory of the sun is 
one. And the glory of the terrestrial is 
one, even as the glory of the moon is 
one. And the glory of the telestial is 
one, even as the glory of the stars is 
one; for d& one star differs from another 
star in glory, even so differs one from 
another in glory in the telestial world ; 
for these are they who are of Paul, and 
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of Apollos, and of Cephas; these are 
they who say they are some of one 
and some pf another; some of 
Christ and some of John, and some 
of Moses, and some of Elias, and some 
of Esaias, and some of Isaiah, andsome 
of Enoch, but received not the gospel, 
neither the testimony of Jesus, neither 
the prophets, neither the everlasting vo- 
venant; last of all, these all are they 
who will not be gathered with the saints, 
to be caught up unto the church of the 
first-born, and received into the cloud : 
these are who are liars, and sor- 
cerers, and adulterers, and whoremon- 

rs, and whosoever loves and miakes a 

¢; these are they who suffer the wrath 
of God on the earth; these are they 
who suffer the vengeance of eternal fire : 
these are they who are cast down to hell 
and suffer the wrath of Almighty God 
until the fulness of times, when Christ 
shall have subdued all enemies under 
his feet, and shall have perfected his 
work, when he shall deliver up the king- 
dom and present it unto the Father spot- 
less, saying, I have overcome and have 
trodden the wine-press alone, even the 
wine-preas of the fierceness of the wrath 
of Almighty God; then shall he be 
crowned with the crown of his glory, to 


sit on the throne of his power to re 


for ever and ever. But behold and et 
we saw the glory and the inhabitants of 
the telestial world, that they were as in- 
numerable as the stars in the firmament 
of heaven, or as as the sand upon the 
sea shore, and heard the voice of the 
Lord saying, These all shall bow the 
knee, and every tongue shall confess to 
him who sits upon the throne for ever 
and ever; for they shall be judged ac- 
cording to their works, and every man 
sh@li receive according to his own 
works, and yl dominion, in the 
mansions which are ee and 
they shall be the Most 
High; but where God and Christ 
dwell they cannot come, worlds without 
énd. . This is the end of the vision which 
we saw, which we were commanded to 
write while we were yet in the Spirit, 
But great and marvellous are the 
works of the Lord and the mysteries of 
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his kingdom which he showed unto us, 
which surpasses all understanding in 
glory, and in might, and in dominion, 
which he commanded us we should not 
write while we were yet in the Spirit, 
and are not lawful for man to utter, nei- 
ther is man capableto make them known, 
for they are only to be seen and under- 
stood by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
which God bestows on those who love 
him and purify themselves before him ; 
to whom he grants this privilege of se 
and knowing forthemselves, that throu 

the power and inanifestation of the Spirit, 
while in the flesh, they may be able to 
bear his presence in the world of glory. 
And to God and the Lamb be glory, 
and honour and dominion, for ever and 
ever, —Amen. — Doctrine and Cove- 
nants, sec 91, 


FOUR KINDS OF SALVATION. 
Salvation, as proposed to man in the 

Scriptures, is of four kinds, viz.,— 

First, Salvation from original sin and 
its effects. 

Secondly, Salvation from actual sin, or 
individual transgression. 

Thirdly, Tem) oral Salvation. 

Fourthly, Eternal Salvation. 


We shall now proceed to set forth the 
nature of each of these salvations, and 
the conditions on which they are enjoyed 
by man. 

Original sin and its effects came by 
the ee of Adam and Eve, in 
the Garden of Eden. So “ sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin.” 

This sin and death affected the whole 
family of man in a twofold point of 
view, viz., banishment from the presence 
of the Lord, and the death of the body. 
And unless some means of salvation 
had been provided, the bodies of men 
must have slept in eternal silence, and 
their spirits dwelt in eternal banishment. 

But says the Apostle, “AS in Adam 
ALL DIE, even SO in Christ shall 
ALL be made ALIVE.” 

Jesus Christ, then, has paid the debt 
which Adam contracted, and through 
his death and resurrection has redeemed 
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ALL men from the fall, and from death, 
and from every thing which Adam's 
transgression entailed upon them. 

This salvation is cNIVERSAL; thatis, 
it applies to all the race of Adam, with- 
out any regard to the deeds done in the 
body. The death and condemnation 
came by one, (Adam,) and so passed 
upon al] men without any act or agency 
of their own. 

So the redemption comes by one man 
(Jesus Christ,) and will be effectuall 
applied to all men, without any condi- 
tious whatever on their part. 

It is free grace alone, without works, 
which redeems man from the fall, and 
from the death which came by reason of 


the fall. The most hardened sinner, 
who sinks to endless woe, will go there 
as free from Adam's fall as if it had 


never been, 
Hence Christ said, “ Suffer little chil- 
dren to come unto me, and forbid them 


-not, for of such is the kingdom of 


heaven.” 

All little children (being redeemed by 
Jesus Christ) are saved and counted 
holy, without any faith, repentance, bap- 
tism, ar an — else. Hence the doc- 
trine of little children being “ desperatel 
wicked, deceitful, depraved, &c., an 
that they must be born again, changed, 
be converted, experience religion, be re- 
generated, &c., is a. doctrine of devils, 
ur of foolish and inconsiderate man. _ 

We come now to speak of the second 
salvation, viz., salvation from perso 
transgression. This salvation is the 
gospel which was to be preached td sin- 
ners, “ It is not to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance.” , 

This salvation is promised on the con- 
ditions made known in the gospel, “ He 
that believeth and is baptised shall be 
SAVED.” “Repent and be baptised 
every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, for remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 

“Save yourselvesfrom this untoward 
generation.” “ Arise and be baptised, 
and wash away your sins.” “The like 
figure whereunto even baptism doth now 
SAVE US.” 

“Ye have obeyed from the heart that 
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which befel the Jews. 
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form of doctrine which was delivered 
ou; being then made free from sin, ye 
me servants of righteousness.” he 
foregoing texts all go to show that sinners 
experienced a present salvation from sin 
on conditions of faith in Jesus Christ, 
repentance towards God, and baptism 
for remission of sins. They were saved 
then and there,—they were saved that 
very hour, that is, justified, forgiven, 


made free from sin. 
This gospel salvation ins to sin- 
ners only. Little children could have 


no in it. 
e next proceed to notice the third 
salvation, vig., temporal salvation. 
This varies in different ages and under 
different circumstances. In the days of 
Nvah it was salvation from the flood, 
and the ark was the means. In the 
days of Lot it was salvation from fire, 
and fleeing from Sodom to Zoah was the 
means. In the days of Jacob it was 
salvation from famine, and a revelation 


to lay up corn was the means. In the- 


days of Moses it was salvation from 
bondage. In the days of Es- 
ther it was salvation from the decree of 
Haman. In the days of Ezra it was 
salvation from seventy years’ captivity in 
May gy. by a restoration to Jerusalem. 
In The case of Paul’s shipwreck it was 
salvation from a watery grave, by the 
soldiers and sailors abiding in the ship 


according to Paul's directions. But in 


the days of Josephus it was salvation 
from the sword, famine, and pestilence 
This salvation 
was accomplished by fleeing to the 
mountains, according as the Savjour 
forewarned his disciples. ‘“ When ye 
see Jerusalem compassed with armies, 
then let him who is in Judea fice to the 
mountains.” 

So in these last days, salvation is 
needed from famine, earthquake, war, 
pestilence, and flame of devouring fire, 
which must overtake the wicked world, 
and all that remain among them. “ But 
in Mount Zion, andin Jerusalem, shall 
be deliverance, and in theremnant whom 
the Lord our God shall call.” So in 


fulfilment of this, the Lord has pro- 
vided the westcrn wilds of America and 


the land of Palestine, for places of deli- 
verance for his own uliar . 
And he will gather his sheep out of all 
countries where the false shepherds have 
preyed upon them, and will “ cause 
them to dwell safely in the wilderness, 
and sleep in the woods.”—(See Ezekiel, 
34.) ‘This temporal salvation comes 
by revelation in these last days, as in 
days of old, and therefore can only come 
to those who are governed and led by re- 
velation, viz., the Latter Day Saints. 

We must now speak of the fourth state 
of salvation, viz., eternal salvation. 
This can only be enjoyed in the immor- 
tal state, after the resurrection of the 
body and its reunion with the soul. 

All those who are redeemed from 
Adam’s fall will enjoy this eternal salva- 
tion, if they die before they come to 
years of accountability, so as to be ca- 
pable of committing sin. 

All sinners will enjoy eternal life and 
salvation, on conditions of faith, re- 
pentance, and baptism, and endurance 
to the end. 

Hence, a man may be saved from 
Adum’s fall by free grace, and froin his 
own sins by belief and baptism, and 
also partake of temporal ms to b 
obeying the warnings which God sends 
by revelation; and after being saved in 
this threefold sense, he may neglect to 
endure to the end in keeping the require- 
ments of Jesus Christ; and so at last be 
damned. 

Here then is a condition to be ful- 
filled by the creature, in order to the 
enjoyment of efernal salvation, which 


‘is not absolutely necessary to either of 


the other salvations, viz., endurance to 
the end. That is, a person must con- 
tinue in well-doing and in keeping the 
commandments of Jesus, from the time 
he is baptised into Christ till the end of 
this life of probation. 

Having now shown clearly and dis- 
tinctly the nature of salvation as. re- 
vealed and proposed by the heavenly 
Father to his children in different ages, 
we leave the subject, witha sincere hope 
that all those who love the truth may 
led to work out their own salvation with 
fear and trembling. Ep. 
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WESLEY A LATTER-DAY SAINT.—NARROW ESCAPE. 


JOHN WESLEY A LATTER-DAY 
SAINT, 
IN REGARD TO THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
AND THE APOSTACY OF THE CHURCH! ! 
Extract from the 94th Sermon of 
John Wesley, on “ The More Excellent 
Way.” does not appear that the 
extraordinary gifts of the spirit were 
common in the church for more than 
two or three centuries. We seldom 
hear of them after that fatal period when 
the Emperor Constantine called himself 
a Christian, and from a vain imagination 
of promoting the Christian religion, 
heaped riches, power, and honour upon 
the Christians in general From this 
time they almost wholly ceased. Ve 
few instances of this kind were found. 
The cause of this was not, as has vul- 
garly been supposed, because there was 
no more occasion for them, because all 
the world had become Christians. This 
is a miserable mistake ! Not a twentieth 
part was then nominally Christians. The 
real cause was because the love of many 
waxed cold—the Christians had no 
more of the Spirit of Christ than the 
other Heathens! The Son of Man 
when he came to examine his church 
could hardly find faith on the earth.— 
This was the real cause why the extra- 
ordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost were 
no longer to be found in the Christian 
Church, because the Christians were 
turned Heathens again, and had only a 
dead form left.” 


NARROW ESCAPE! 

It will be recollected by our readers 
that the ship Governor Fenner sailed 
from Liverpool on the 13th of February 
last, and came in contact with a steamer 
in the Irish Chanel, by which 122 lives 
were lost in the great deep, principally 
consisting of emigrants to Americf®. 

About a week before the sailing of 
this unfortunate ship, Elder Clark sailed 
from Liverpool for New Orleans, with 
upwards of 200 emigrants of the Latter- 
Day Saints. Letters have lately been 
received in Manchester, bringing news 
of the safe arrival of Clark and his com- 
pany of emigrants in New Orleans, an 


that they had had a prosperous voyage 
of some seven weeks. 
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During Whitsun Week, an aged man 
from Oldham, by the name of White- 
head, came to the Séar office, expressing 
his gratitude to a kind providence that 
through the instrumentality of the 
Latter-day Saintshis son had been saved 
from inevitable destruction. The case 
was this: Several young men in Old- 
ham (previous to ser I the Saints) 
bad made it up in their minds to emi- 

te to America. The time was set for 
to start, and each one paid in a 
sovereign, which they were to forfeit to 
the company in case they did not go at 
thetime Afterthis arrangement, theson 
of our Oldham friend who related it to 
us, happened to hear and embrace the 
doctrine of the Latter-Day Saints.. He 
then changed his purpose as to the time 
of going, and forfeited his sovereign to 
the former company, for the purpose of 
going a week sooner, and in company 
with the Saints under the protection of 
Brother Clark. By this movement he 


‘now finds himself safe in America, 


while every soul of the company he was 
to have gone with was on board the 
Governor Fenner, and perished in the 
flood. 

It is a matter of thanksgiving to reflect 
upon the truly remarkable fact, that 
while the most awful shipwrecks have 
been so frequent of late, a great number 
of our preachers have several times 
crossed the Atlantic in safety, without a 
single accident, and about 1,000 emi- 
grants of the Saints have passed to 
America in safety without one being 
shipwrecked or drowned, from the time 
they commenced emigrating under the 
protection of the God of the Saints tothe 

resent time. It-is hoped that these 
acts will prove a warning to the Saints 
to give lieed to counsel, and put them- 
selves under the protection of some faith- 
ful leader, such as may be appointed 
from time to time, as they emigrate, and 
that they go only in companies, and act 
with due respect to the authority of the 
servants of God, and endeavour to culti- 
vate a union with each other, without 
which they may be swallowed up in the 
ocean, as those who rebelled against Mo- 
ses were swallowed up in theearth.__Ep. 
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She PAtllenntal Star. 


MaxcueEster, June 10th, 1841. 

We continue to receive the most gratifying 
accounts from many parts of the vineyard in 
relation to the success of the truth. Elder 
J. Sanders writes from Carlisle, under date of 
June Ist, stating that 46 members had been 
added, by baptism, since the 9th of April, and 
that many more are believing, and on the 
point of coming forward, Faith is on the 
increase in that branch, insomuch that the gift 
of healing was manifest almost daily. Many 
of the afflicted were healed. 

Elder Burnham writes from Wales, under 
date of June 4th, stating that a large field is 
now epen in different parts of Wales for the 
preaching of the Word; and that the people 
continue to come forward and obey the gospel ; 
although he is some times in perils among 
false brethren, and sometimes stoned, and 
variously abus d for the Word’s sake. 

Elder Watt writes from Edinburgh, under 
date of June 3rd, stating that notwithstanding 
the great exertions of the enemies of truth in 
that place to destroy the work of God, yet the 
church was becoming more firm in faith and 
mere united—the truth was spreading out 
from Edinburgh. Elder W. had commenced 
to preach and baptise in a place called East 
the prospect there was very 
Elders T. Richardson and T. Smith write 
from Worcestershire, under date of May 27th, 
stating that a great storm of persecution was 
raging in various places in that region, chiefly 
through the lyings of Methodist and Church 
parsons. They were frequently mobbed from 

place to another, but were baptising some 
in one place, and muvre or less in several 
other places. 

Brether Smith Procter writes from Burnley, 
under date of May 24th, that the Lord is 
working greatly with them; that he was taken 
very sick uf late, but on sending for the elders 
(according to James), he was immediately 
raised from bed, and went to meeting. He 
says the field is enlarging in that region, and 
the truth spreading further and further. 

Elder T. Curtis writes from Cheltenham, 
under date of May 25th, stating that he had 
held a discussion with a certain lecturer in 
that place, which lasted two evenings, and that 
good was resulting from it. He writes, that 
in one of his meetings a ruffian was taken up 
for repeated disturbance, contrary to law, and 
was taken before a magistrate, who, after 
hearing the evidence, dismissed him with ap- 
probation, threw 9s. cost on to brother Curtis, 
and held him to bail on a charge of blasphemy. 
He then adds as follows:—“ This discussion, 
aud blasphemy as they cull it, is doing good to 


REMARKS. 


magistrates, judges, 
transported, 


in prison; or if I 


Hyde expects to sail for Holland in about one 
week. 

Elder James Lea writes from Bishopton, 
under date of May 13th, stating that the work 
of God is prospering in that part of Scotland. 
He says that more than fifty 
baptised in a place called Thorny Bank within 
six weeks, and many more are believingy and 
a wide field opened for preaching. 

We give in this number a summary of some 
of the wonderful signs which have been shown 
forth in America of late; and when we add to 
these the sudden and unexpected death of 
President Harrison, so soon after his election 
to office, the whole put together is certainly a 
striking manifestation of Providence, and 
seems to whisper that the Lord is beginning to 
vex that nation for their wickedness, and 
because of the wrongs of the saints, which 
still go unredressed. 

It will be seen from an article in this Star 
that the saints are prospering in America 
beyond all our expectations, and that they 
are going uhead with a very great and glorious 
work. It is stated that eighty persons were 
added to the Church in Nauvoo on the 6th of 
April. May the Lord Almighty speedily 
enlarge the borders of Zion, that she may 
arise and shine, and become the admiration of 
the whole earth. 


LATEST rrom AMERICA. 


NAUVOO CELEBRATION OF THE 
6rx OF APRIL. 


Laying the Corner Stones of the Temple. 
“Oh! that I could paint the scenes 
Which on my heart are sketched!” 

The general conference of the church, 
together with the laying of the corner 
stones of the Temple of our God, now 
building in this city, have long been 
anticipated by the Saints of the Most 
High, both far and near, with great 
wecry: when they should once more 

hold the foundation of a house laid in 


| 
‘ —=————————=s-~SCfs«étho®’s« cause, for several persons who do not 
| papers, condemning the magistrate, kc. They 
nn may succeed in getting me into prison, but 
this I mind not, for my determinatiun is to 
preach the gospel before priests and people, 
or 
| shall not be shut by this wicked and adulterous 
i} generation.” 
Elder O. Hyde writes from Bedford, under 
| date of June 3d, stating that there are constant 
; additions to the Church in London, in Bedford, 
i and the regions round about. He says, “I 
) have attended baptisms with Elder Adams 
' almost daily for some time past.” Elder 
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which they anight worship the God of 


their fathers. 

It frequently happens, that our an- 
ticipations of pleasure and delight, are 
raised to such a height that even ex- 
ceeds the enjoyment itself; but we are 
happy to say this was not the case with 
the immense multitude who witnessed 
the proceedings of the sixth of April, 
and subsequent days of conference. The 
scenes were of such a character, the 
enjoyment so intense, that left anticipa- 
tion far behind. 

However anxious we are to pourtray 
the grandeur and majesty of the cele- 
bration, the union and order which 
every way prevailed, we gre confident 
we shall come very far short of doing 
them justice. 

For some days prior to the 6th the 
accession of —— to our city was 

,and on wile prairie 
hich bounds our city, might be seen 
various kinds of vehicles wending their 
way from different points of the com 
to the city of Nauvoo, while the ferry 
boats on the Mississippi were constantly 
employed in wafting travellers across its 
rolling and extensive bosom. 

Among the citizens all was bustle and 
preparation, anxious to accommodate 


their friends, who flocked in from dis- + 


tant , and who they expected to 
them the festivity of day, 
and the pleasures of the scene. 

At length the long expected morn 
arrived, and before the king of day had 
tipped the eastern horizon with his rays 
were preparations for the celebration of 
of the day goingon. Shortly after sun 
rise, the loud peals from the artillery 
were heard, calling the various com- 
panies of the legion to the field, who 
were appointed to take a conspicuous 
part in the day's proceedings. 

The citizens from the vicinity now 
began to pour in from all quarters, a 
continuous train for about three hours, 
and swelled the vast assembly. 

At eight o'clock A. M. Major-Gen. 
Bennett left his quarters to organise and 
prepare the legion for the duties of the 
day, which consisted.ef about fourteen 
companies, several in uniform, besides 


several companies from [Lowa and other 
parts of the country, which joined them 
on the occasion. 

At half-past nine Lieut.-Gen. Smith 
was informed that the legion was read 
for review, and accompanied by his staff, 


consisting of four Aids-de-camp and 


twelve guards, nearly all in splendid 
uniforms, took his march to the parade 
ground. On their approach they were 
met by the band, beautifully equipped, 
who received them with a flourish of 
trumpets and a regular salute, and then 
abun a lively air, marching in front 
to the stand of the Lieut.-Gen. On his 
— to the parade ground the ar- 
ilery were again fired, and the legion 
ve an appropriate salute while passing. 
is was indeed a glorious sight, such as 
we never saw, nor did we ever expect to 
see such a onein the west. The several 
companies presented a beautiful and in- 
teresting spectacle, several of them bein 
uniformed and equipped, while the ric 
and costly dresses of the officers would 
have become a Bonaparte or a Washing- 
ton. 

After the arrival of Lieut.-Gen. Smith, 
the ladies, who had made a beautiful silk 
flag, drove up in a carriage to present it 
to the legion: M very 
politely attended on them, and con- 
ducted them in front of Lieut.-General 
Smith, who immediately alighted from 
his charger, und walked up to the ladies, 
who presented the flay, making an ap- 
propriate address. Lieut.-Gen. Smith 
acknowledged the honour conferred upon 
the legion, and stated that as long as he 
had the command, it should never be 


disgraced, and then politely bowing to 


the ladies, gave it into the hands of 
Major-Gen. Bennett, who placed it in 
possession of Cornet Robinson, and it 
was soon seen gracefully waving in front 
of the legion. During the time of pre- 
sentation the band struck up a lively air, 
and another salute was fired from the 
artilery. 3 

After the presentation of the flag, 
Lieut.-Gen. Smith, accompanied by his 
suit, reviewed the legion, which pre- 
sented a very imposing appearance, the 
different officers saluting as he passed. 
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Lieut.-Gen. Smith then took his former 
stand, and the whole legion passed be- 
fore him in reView. 
THE PROCESSION. 

Immediately after the review, Gen. 
Bennett organised the procession, to 
march to the foundation of the Temple, 
in the following order : 

Lieut. Gen. Smith, 

Brig. Generals Law and Smith, 
Aids-de-Camp, and conspicuous strangers, 
General Staff, 

Band, 

2nd Cohort, (foot troops,) 

Ladies, eight abreast, 
Gentlemen, eight abreast. 
Ist Cohort, (horse troops.) 
Owing to the vast humbers who joined 

the procession, it was a considerable 
length of time before the whole could be 


organised. 

Ssdpeocenion then began to move 
forward in order, and on their arrival at 
the temple block, the Generals with their 
staffs and the distinguished strangers 
present took their position inside the 
foundation, the ladies formed on the 
outside, immediately next the walls, the 
gentlemen and infantry behind, and the 
cavalry in the rear. 

The assembly being stationed, the 
cboristers, under the superintendence of 
- B. S. Wilber, sung an appropriate 

mn. 

” President Rigdon then ascended the 
platform, which had been prepared for 
the purpose, and delivered a suitable 

ORATION, 

which was listened t» with the most pro- 
found attention by the assembly. From 
the long affliction and weakness of body 
we hardly expected the speaker to have 
made himself heard by the congregation, 
but he succeeded beyond our most san- 
guine expectations, and being impressed 
with the greatness and solemnities of the 
occasion, he rose superior to his afflic- 
tions and weakness, and for more than 
an hour occupied the attention of the 
assembly. 

It was an address worthy a man of 
God and a messenger of salvation. We 
have heard the speaker on other occa- 
sions when he has been more eloquent, 
when there has been more harmony and 


beauty in the construction of his sen* 
tenees, and when the refined ear has 
been more delighted; but never did we 
hear him pour out such pious effusions ; 
in short, it was full to overflowing of 
Christian feeling and high-toned piety. 

He called to review the scenes of 
tribulation and anguish through which 
the Saints had , the barous 
cruelties inflicted upon them for their 
faith and attachment to the cause of their 
God, and for the testimony of Jesus, 
which they endured with patience, know- 
ing that they had in heaven a more en- 
during substance—a crown of eternal 

lory. 
obedience to the commandments 
of their Heavenly Father, and because 
that Jesus had again spoken from the 
heavens, were they engaged in laying 
the foundation of the Tew le, that the 
Most High might have a habitation, and 
where the Saints might assemble to pay 
their devotions to his holy name. 7 

He rejoiced at the glorious prospect 
which presented itself of soon completing 
the edifice, as there were no mobs to 
hinder their labours, consequently their 
circumstances were very different than 
before. 

After the address the choir sung a 
hymn. President Rigdon then invoked 
the blessings of Almighty God upon the 
assembly, and upon those who should 
labour on the building. | 

The first presidency superintended 
the laying of the | 

CHIEF CORNER STONE 

on the: south-east corner of the building, 
which done, President J. Smith arose 
and said that the first corner stone of 
the Temple of Almighty God was laid, 
and prayed that the building might soon 
be completed, that the Saints might 
have an habitation to worship the God 
of their fathers. 

President D.C. Smith and his council- 
lors of the high-priests’ quorum then 
repaired to the south-west corner, and 
High Connell, representing th 

e Hi ouncil, re ting the 
Twelve, laid the north-west corner 0 

The Bishops with their councillors 
laid the north-east corner stone with due 
solemnities, 
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The ceremony of — the corner 
stones being over, the legion marched 
to the parade ground, and formed a 
hollow square for an address. Major- 
General Bennett addressed the legion at 
some — applauding them for their 
soldier-like appearance, and for the at- 
tention which both officers and men had 
given two the orders. 

Lieutenant-General Smith likewise 
expressed his entire approbation ‘of the 
conduct of the legion and all present. 

The assembly then separated with 
cheerful hearts, and thanking God for 
tLe great blessings of peace and prospe- 
rity by which they were surrounded, and 
hearts burning with affection for their 
favourite and adopted state. 

It was indeed a gladsome sight, and 
extremely affecting to see the old revolu- 
tionary patriots, who had been driven 
from their homes in Missouri, strike 
hands, and rejoice together, in a land 
where they knew they would be protected 
from mobs, and where they could again 
enjoy the liberty for which they had 
many a hard battle. 

day was indeed propitious— 
heaven and earth combined to make 
the scene as glorious as possible, and 
long, very long, will the bth of April, 
A. D. 1841, be remembered by the 
many thousands who were present. 

e whole passed off with perfect 
harmony and good feeling. The people 
were truly of one heart and mind, no 
contention or discord; even persons un- 
conneeted with the church forgot their 
prejudices, and for once took pleasure 
in the society of the Saints, admir- 
ed their order and unanimity, and un- 
doubtedly received favourable impres- 
sions by their visit. 

Too much praise cannot be given to 
Major-General Bennett for his active 
he has la- 

ured diligently for the prosperity of 
the City, and particulary for 

ion, and it must have been a_ proud 
ay for him, and entirely satisfactory, 
to see his efforts Prom | with success, 
and his labour so well bestowed. 
R. B. THompPson. 
—Nauvoo Times and Seasons, April 15. 


PEKIN, TENN. 2xsp FEBRUARY, 1841. 
MESSRS. SMITH AND ROBINSON. 

Gentlemen,—Through the kindness of my 
brother, and by a well-directed turn of divine 
Providence, I have been favoured with the 
reception of the Book of Mormon, the doc- 
trine and covenants of the church of the Latter 
Day Saints, the Voice of Warning and in- 
struction to all people, also the first volume of 
the Times and Seasons, all of which I have 
perused with wonder and admiration; with 
wonder because I discover there is no such 
a book in existence as the “ Mormon Bible,” 
no society by the name of “ Mormons,” whose 
members disbelieve or reject the common 
version of the Old and New Testament, and 
that the Book of Mormon has fever been 
placed by those who believe it in the plade of 
the Sacred Scriptures; indeed I was amazed 
when I discovered that all this, and ‘much 
more, was misrepresented; therefore I say 
read with wonder and admiration. 

I have been in possession of the Book of 
Mormon about sixteen months, have read it 
attentively ; I find that it not only brings to 
light things that have been dark and mysteri- 
ous, and puzzled thousands for years, but it 
abundantly corroborates and bears testimony 
of the truth of the Bible; the Book of Cove- 
nants, I discover, contains items of the reli- 
gion which the Latter Day Saints profess to 
believe, also principles for the tion of 
the church which seems to have given 
by revelation since, as well as before its or- 
ganization. This seems to be very appropriate 
and not at all in contradiction with the Scrip- 
tures. The Voice of Warning, I think, con- 
tains nothing but plain truth and sound reason. 
But alas! alas! when I read in the Times and 
Seasons of the persecution of the church of 
Latter Day Saints, I am struck with astonish- 
ment to think of such horrid and bloody per- 
secution in our land of boasted liberty, andin 
the midst of Christendom. Good Lord! is 
blood and slaughter the religion of the prince 
of peace? What! to see a bloody mob, 
headed by a band of men denominating them- 
selves the ministers of the Gospel, marching 
forth with sword in hand, taking the lives of 
innocent men, women and children, in order 
to maintain their religion, instead of main- 
taining it by the sword of trath, and power of 
the word of God. Ah! but their craft is in 
danger. Is not this envwugh to drive men into 
the doctrine of infidelity? I verily believe, 
but for the interposition of Divine Providence, 
in placing the Voice of Warning before my 
eyes, by which I become convinced that they 
are not the ministers of the Gospel, but 
priests of sectarians, that I should have fallen 
into the doctrine of Infidelity myself. 

Yours respectfully, 


WILLIAM R. VANCE. 
— Times and Seasons, March 15. 
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TRUTH PREVAILING. 


We learn verbally that Elder Z. H. Gurley 
has been labouring for the last few weeks at 
Laharpe, in this county, with extraordinary 
success. In the short space of six days, he 
had the ble privilege of immersing 
52 in the waters of baptism, and a prospect of 
great accessions to their number. Those bap- 
tised, we are informed, are of the first class 
of society. 

We are also informed that Elders Lyman 
White, Amasa Lyman, and George Miller, 
have succeeded after an untiring effort to lay 
the foundation of a great work throughout dif- 
ferent parts of Iowa territory, and that ex- 
tensive additions have lately been made w the 
church. Elder William Smith has recently 
go:e to the assistance of Br. A. Lyman, and in- 
tends to labour in that field until Conference. 
Elders who are waiting for the coming confer- 
ence can find a plenty of labour in the adja 
cent country atany point of the compass, to vc- 
cupy their attention until that period. People 
are beginning to wake up to investigate our 
faith; and a fair unprejudiced investigation is 
all we ask of this generation.—Jbid. 


SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


What careful observer of the times, profess- 
ing faith in the Scriptures of divine truth, can 
gaze upon the history of events, as they are 
daily being unfolded both to the political and 
religious world, without sa in his heart,— 
the COMING OF THE LORD IS NEAR! 
The age is big with events, events are big with 
meaning, but the whole world seems to be in 
a state of lethargy,—totally dead to anything 
that shall portend the second advent of Christ; 
dag the Scriptures tell us, that he is to come 

a cloud with power and great glory ; and at 
his coming it shall be as it was in the days of 
Nugh, (i.e.) “as the days of Noah were, so 
shill also the coming of the Son of Man be.” 
—Matt. 24: 37. In the days of Noah the, 
wicked were all destroyed, and the righteous 
were all saved; but previous to the destruc- 
tion of the former, God sent revelations to 
apprise them of their approaching danger ; 
azid just as it was then, “so shall it 
be at the coming of the Son uf Man.” Reve- 
his coming; the whole 
w ridicule them and cast them off; 
for so it was in the days of Noah; and the 
consequences were, inevitable dastruction ; 

i 
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so it will be with this generation. The 
Fights oly ill be eared 
are various put forth by the in- 
spired writers, also, which are to precede his 
coming ; among the number we quote the fol- 
lowing, recorded in Luke 21: 25:—“ And 
there shall be s in the sun, and in the 
moun, and in the stars; and upon the earth. 
distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea 
and waves roaring, men’s hearts failing them 


for fear,” &c. These signs are to leave the 


world without excuse, and to prepare the 
righteous for the coming of the eventful pe- 
riod, as they (the Saints) will be found watch- 

The unbelieving world will be taken as 
a thief in the night. The reason is obvious; 
they do not believe in revelations, signs, and 
wonders. When spots (signs) appear in the 
sun, (which has recently been the case,) that 
racks the ingenuity of the astronomers—a na- 
tural cause is assigned. When all nature is 
illumined by the commotion of the starry hea- 
vens, as was the case in 1833—it is but an 
idle tale—nothing but meteors. When the 
howling tempest, and furious to-nado comes, 
rolling the sea (“waves”) beyond her bounds, 
desolating cities, sweeping off its thousands, 
it is a ligit thing, the wind has blown a litile 
harder than usual. When the belluwing earth- 
quakes rend the earth, and she opens her 
mouth upon its inhabitauts, and swallows them 
up as though they were mere insects—the na- 
turalist is again set to work to prove that God 
had no hand in the matter. If the devouring 
element desolates our beautifal cities in an 
hour, and leaves them in heaps,—it is only the 
work of incendiaries. When aspiring tyrants 
are carrying their conquests from nation to 
nation, and from sea to sea, drenching the 
earth with blouod—it is merely a thirsting for 
power, something common to man; and yet 
the inspired writers have told us that these 
would be siaws, and they should forebode 
Christ’s coming. . 

Look for a moment at the “ portentous 
omens” which are enumerated by political de- 
magogues to serve political purposes ; for in- 
stance, dufing the present session of congress, 
the chandeliers in the senate, weighing about 
1500lbs., said to have cost 5000 dollars, came 
tumbling down and broke into atoms. Again, 
it is said that the scroll held in the talons of 
the eagle placed over the chair df the presiding 
officer of the Senate of the United States, 
bearing upon it the motto of the Union— 
pluribus wnum—is stated to have fallen to the 
earth, and on the same day the hand of the 
figure representing the Goddess of Liberty, 
standing in front of the capital of the United 
States, holding in it our constitution, 
broke off, and came down.” 

“ the individual elevated to the honoured place 
of chief magistrate of this great republic 
starts from his home for the National Capitol, 
An earthquake, as the journals friendly to 
him tell us, shakes the earth at his setting 
out from the west! He crosses the mountains 
and arrives at Baltimore, and an explosion of 
in that at Philadelphia, 

great regulator currency’ taking 
the lead—salutes him ' Again, 
during the progress of the imposing celebra- 
tion, got up by his friends and followers, in 
@ style of gorgeousness which royalty itself 
might envy, acord, which is stretched by them 
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across the broad avenue leading from the pre- 
sidential mansion to the capitol, with the ban- 
ners of the several states who voted for him 
strung upon it, breaks in the centre; and the 
state embléms, dividing to the north and to 
the svuth, are thrown to the ground, and 
dragged in the mire.” 

. These are some ofthe principal “ ill amens” 
which are quoted in the political journals, but 
we do not believe that it is in the province of 
any man to say that these “ omens” (if such 
they are) are designed for political data to sub- 
serve the interest of either party. We believe 
that God “is no respecter of (parties) per- 
sons;” and if the accounts given are correct, 
(and they are wellauthenticated, ) we are ready 
to acknowledge thatwe are credulous enough 
to believe that they portend coming events, and 
will take rank in the signs of the Son of Man. 

That the explosion of banks should have 
anything to do, or part to actin this tragedy, 
no doubt would be thought s ; but what 
is better calculated to produce a “ distress of 
nations with perplexity” than the monied 
powers of the world? What is better calculated 
to make “ men’s hearts fail them for fear,” &c. 
than to leave them pennyless? Look at the 
excitement which prevails throughout the 
United States, in consequence of. the late 


‘failure of the United States bank, “the great 


regulator of the currency :” it is feared that 
the inetita is so rotten at heart that no 
healing can remove the disease, and it 
has pro@aced general consternation. Then 
many of the daughters following the example 
set by their mothers, have increased the alarm 
to an emading degree, and the consequences 
are eXeeedingly feared, consequently, there is 
no dogbt bot that banks will perform their part 
ns great ee of the world to bring about 

purposes ‘preparatury to the second 
advent of Christ.”—Jbid. 


LIVONIA, WAYNE CO., MICH. 
MARCH 2nd, 184). 
Br. Smita, 


_ I take a few moments opportunity to 
inform you that the cause of truth is onward 
in this section of the country. I have just re- 
turned home from a conference which com- 
menced on the 26th of February last at Browns- 
town, and we had a harmonious time indeed, 
a time of much interest. and enjoyment among 
the saints, and we hope a lasting benefit to 
many whe are now believing the gospel, but 
have not as yet obeyed it; there were five 
baptised during the said meeting under the 
hand of E. M. Surrine, who was chosen to 
preside over the conference. There were re- 
presented at the conference by different elders 
something rising of ome hundred and forty 
members, having considerably {mcreased since 
the conference held in December_last. But the 
enemies of Christ and his cause in different 
sections of this country are not only mani- 
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festing their folly, but are making rapid pro- 
gress towards the vortex of ruin and destruc- 
tion, to which the wicked are soon to be cin- 
signed. It is truly the case that Daniel saw 
the situation the children of men would be in, 
(at the time the God of heaven would set up a 
kingdom that shouldnever be destroyed neither 
given to another people) when he said the 
wicked should do wickedly and none of the 
wicked should understand, but the wise should 
understand. 

The Saints in this section of the coun‘ry are 
making the necessary arrangements to move 
up to the west the coming summer if possible, 
but the times are hard, and those who sell 
their effects will have to do it at a considerable 
sacrifice, but the most of them I think see the 
necessity of doing so, when they see the cup 
of the iniquity of the wicked filling up, and see 
manifest the abominable corruption of human 
beings when God withdraws his spirit from 
them. It is then easy to discover what an 
awful spectacle of demons in human shape. 
presented themselves, with their weapons of 
death against the saints in the Missouri mobs, 
I must here say, that before I joined the 
church of Latter-Day Saints, or knew that 
God had as yet set his hand to bring in the 
dispensation of the fulness of times, I saw 
myself among such beings, sealing up the law 
and binding up the testimony, while the judg- 
ments of Almighty God were closely following 
up, 80 that I had to flee from place to place 
as Lot fied from Sodom. I pray God the 


Eternal Father in the name of Jesus Christ to 
give unto his Saints grace for their day and 


trial. Amen. 
Yours in the bonds of 
A peacéful gospel, 
RUFUS BEACH. 


—Times and Seasons, April 1. 2 


ON ANSWER TO PRAYER, 

When 
heavenly Father, we may expect to be h 
if we ask in faith. As the Lord says, Mark 
xi. 24. “ What things soever ye desire when 
ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye 
shall have them.” This plain declaration of 
our Lord may be received as sufficient testi- 
mony to establish this fact, that God will hear 
and answer prayer. But not forgetting that 
we ure to offer up our prayers in faith, as he 
says, “believe that ye receive them, and ye 
shall have them ;” and as he also says, “ What- 
soever ye shall ask in prayer believing.” And 
so the promise is not without believing. And 
the Apostle James says of him who wavers 
when asking, “ Let not that man think that he 
shall receive any thing of the Lord.” If he 
that doubts or wavers is not to receive, surely 
he that dishelieves and denies may not e 
to receive. And so it is, when men eve 
amd deny the possibility of receiving favours 
from heaven, they do not ask for them in faith 


nothing wavering; but they reject them, and 


— 


| 

| 


30 
use their influence to hinder others from re- 
ceiving them. 

If we inquire what favours they are that we 
may receive by asking for them in faith, nothing 
wavering, the Lord says in the first verse 
already quoted, “ What things soever ye desire 
when ye pray ;” and in the other, “ All things 
whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer believing.” 
And we have no right to limit the Lord in his 
plan of dealing favours tomen. Neither have 
we any right to deny facts, or make assertions 
calculated if possible to cause others to waver 
from an unshaken faith, and thereby hinder 
their blessing. Whatsoever a man may find 
to be his privilege with his God, we have no 
right to dishearten him, or to hinder his faith 
through our unbelief. 

“ Why could we not cast him out,” said the 
disciples to the Lord on a certain occasion, 
and he answered them, “ because of your un- 
belief.” (See Matthew 17, 19, 20.) Now 
they were not so established in their own 
opinion as to deny the faith he taught, and he 
went on to teach them, saying, “ For verily 
- I say unto you, if ye have faith as a grain of 
mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain 
remove to yonder place, and it shall'remove, 
and nothing shall be impossible unto you.” 
Here, again, he makes the promise unlimited, 


as also in the two other cases. In the first he 


says, “ What things soever ye desire when ye 
pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye 
shall haye them.” And in the other, “ And 
all things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, 
believing, ye shall receive.” And in this— 
“and nothing shall be impossible unto you.” 
This is the Lord’s teaching, and if we reject 
his teaching, it is to receive the unbelieving 
notions of men who do away with the teaching 


and s of the Lord through their un-. 


belief. But after all that men can say, it is 
the Lord’s promise, and, as to the faith, it was 
the Lord that taught it, and if we reject it we 
reject his teaching. Now let the Lord be true, 
and let his teachings be for our belief, and 
then we cannot deny the faith because the 
Lord taught it; and we cannot disbelieve the 
mise because it is the Lord’s own words, 

r we cannot reject the Lord’s teaching or 
disbelieve his words. And if we cannot deny 
the faith or disbelieve the promise, we must 
confess that it is nothing but unbelief that 
hinders men from enjeying the same privileges 
now that the ancient saints enjoyed. For we 
find that those privileges have not been sought 
in faith nothing wavering, but rather have been 
disbelieved, and denied. The promise is too 
plain to be -misunderstood, and if we put it to 
the test we shall find that it is of the Lord. 
If we prove the promise, and find that it is of 
the Lord; for if itis of the Lord it is truth. 
“ And all things whatsoever ye ask in prayer, 
believing, ye shall receive.” For this is the 
promise, and if we prove it and find that we 
do receive all things whatsoever we ask in 
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prayer, believing, then we find that we hav® 
the same privileges that the ancient saints 
enjoyed; that we have the glorious privilege 
of receiving communications from heaven, and 
knowing the truth of our holy feligion, of 
knowing God and things of eternity. This 
doctrine, so confidently received by the ancient 
sainis, and upon which rests all the certainty 
of the truth of our holy religion, is a glorious 


truth. 
—Ibid. C. BIDDLECOME. 


NAUVOO. 
Stern winter has left us, though reluctantly 


and with a parting frown, and pleasing spring 


is again upon us. Business ns to assume 
a cheering aspect in our city. Asin the day- 
break of a May morning, light.and melody 
suddenly dissolve the mantle of night, and 
scare away the gloom of silence. So no sooner 
is the icy fetters of winter broken, and the 
landscape fanned by the vernal zephyr than 
our eyes are cheered with a scene truly en- 
chanting. Every where we see men of industry 
with countenances beaming with cheerful con- 
tent hurrying to their several occupations and 
scenes of labour. The sound of the axe, the 
hammer, and the saw, greet your ear in every 
direction. Notwithstanding the discouraging 
circumstances under which the saints were 
thrown, shipwrecked as it were upon this 
shore, they have indeed wrought wonders. 
Habjtations are reared for miles in ev 
direction, and others are up, 

ere we are aware of their existence, are filled 
with happy occupants. It would do the heart 
of the truly patriotic and philantrophic good to 
witness the industry and enterprise which are 
already manifest in our beautiful city. Though 
emigrants aré flocking in in multitudes, and 
have their homes and their wants to be sup- 
plied, yet all things move on in their accus- 
tomed order and with accelerating force. 
Hundreds of houses, shops, mills, &c. are 
expected to go up in the course of the sum- 
mer, when our city will present a scene of 
industry, beauty, and comfort, equalled 
in any place #rourcohntry: The saints have 
a@ great and arduous work before them, bvt 
persevering industry and diligence, stimulated 
by a zeal for God and his cause, will surely 
accomplish it, and they will reap the full re- 
ward of their toil.—Jbid. 


COMMUNICATION S. 
To the Editor of the Star. 


Douglas, Isle of Man, May 26, 1841. — 


Dear Brother, 

I feel a desire to express to you the 
ley of my heart, as a member of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints. I have been here five or six 
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weeks. ‘The soil of this land is not 
good, either in a temporal or a spiritual 
sense. All the excitement has been 
raised here that could be raised, and 
although the whole -land is but small, 
(about BO miles in length and 12 in 
breadth) it appears as though all the lies 
and slander have been imported here 
that.have ever been coined, beside all 
that have been coined here at home. 
The parsons try to make the people 
believe that we want their money, and 
that we only want those who have it. 
You know it is natural to men to look 
most after that which they value most, 
30 are fearful we shall get some of 
it. Mr. Haining says we are — 
to be saved bv faith and obedience! an 
that we believe in dreams, &c., which, 
he says, are very dangerous, as he can- 
not tell which are from the Lord and 
which from the devil. I suppose there 
are many more in the same case, so 
perhaps it would be best for the Lord 
not to give any more dreams or visions. 
Don't you see what singular characters 
we are? What a strange thing for minis- 
ters to love money! Did you ever hear 
such a thing? And then to think of 
being saved by faith and obedience ! and 
again—a very worthy man, who doubt- 
less is without fault, or he would not 
cast a stone, makes us to say, we neither 
toil nor spin! but live by taking sinners 
in. Did you ever see the like that 
ministers live without spinning! or even 
toiling? If this be so, how is it that 
you have not let me know how you 
do it, but let me toil as I have done 
since I left my farm and comfortable 
home in Canada, near four years. I 
have not learned to spin, but i have, I 
age walked some thousands of 

es, chiefly with an empty pocket (but 
I don’t wish to complain, or else I would 
say, at some times not a very full 
stomach), and I really thought my bre- 
thren did the same. You will perhaps 
let me into the secret, for I want to re- 
turn to America soon, and how am I to 
get there? When you find out the 


treasurer of your funds I may-get some- 


hing perhaps; however we ought not to. 


be idle while all the rest of the ministers’ 


are toiling and spinning so busily, 
neither ought we to complain at what we 
yet, for there is one gentleman on this 
island who with all his toiling and spin- 
ning has only £8,000 or £9,000 a year 
to live on, and some, I suppose, not as 
many hundreds, so I'll try to be con- 
tent. 

But you may think this is a strange 
way of expressing the joy of my heart. 
Well, I will tell you then; Tum ona 
barren spot; the enemies are all hoping 
to see the cause fail; the devil is ard 
against us, anc, you say, “the line of 
battle is extending far and wide over the 
poe of Babel,” which I fully believe. 

see the hosts of earth and the hosts of 
hed] all combined together to fight against 
the Lord and his anoihted. The skir- 
mishes which you have passed through 
are but as drops before a thunder storm ; 
and universal war is proclaimed by the 
Majesty of heaven against the great 
usurper, and the earth is again to be 
stained with the blood of the saints before 
the final blow can be struck by the arm 
of Omnipotence, and that we are to have 
a time of trouble such as the world has 
not seen; and I look upon all this with 
a firm countenance, and rejoice, know- 
ing that the truth will prevail, and that 
the victory will be ours. The captain 
of our salvation inspires my heart with a 
martial spirit, it feel to glory in the 
cause. | would not hurt any one, not 
even the devil, but I am an honourable 
man with him ; if he can take the king- 
dom, or if he can take the little stone 
and throw it beyond the bounds of time 
and space, he may, but if we take him 


a prisoner of war, he shall be cast into - 


prison in the name of Jesus Christ— 
Amen. JosepH FLEMMING. 


London, May 25th, 1841. 
Elder Pratt, 

Our London conference, agreeably to 
adjournment, took place on Sunday the 
16th instant. There were present, 
Elders O. Hyde, Adams, Albon, Wil- 
liams, and several priests and teachers, 

ther with a respectable company of 
private members. It was highly inter- 
esting and profitable to all present. 
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